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What are the advantages of including Native Plants in your landscape?

Natives are adapted to the local envirronmental conditions, and so can require less fuss
than plants acclimated to conditions that may not be met by your particular climate and soil

type.

Natives generally are adapted to the local ecosystem so that self-seeding doesn't run the
risk of crowding out other native fauna.

Certain Natives are specifically required as food for some of the butterflies, birds, and other
wildlife that populate the natural habitat in a particular geographical area.

Natives interact with the environment to attract both native pollinators and predator in-
sects, which work to keep destructive insects at bay.

Considerations when designhing Native Plants into your landscape...

Try to include plants that bloom at different times so that there is always something in
bloom to attract and meet the needs of various species....and to delight your own eyes as

well!

When designing a garden bed or landscape that is friendly to local species of pollinators,
birds, and wildlife, you don't need to limit yourself to a scruffy or boring bed. You can mixin
Natives with tidier plants, more exotic plants, or whatever might catch your interest. A great
landscape design can easlily incorporate anything you enjoy, and can be tailored to any
style that suits your taste. You can put together a great design that includes your favorite
Natives and other favorites in an appealing landscape that fulfills all of your landscaping
goals.



A very strict interpretation of "Native" might only include the species originally found

typically in the wild before an area was settled by farmers and gardeners. A less strict
interpretation of "Native" would include "selections" of those plants. A selection is a plant
that has been chosen from a plant that has been seeded, and then observed to have
different or superior characteristics from the typical parent plant. It may be observed to
have a different flower or leaf color, be hardier or more disease resistant, or to be larger,
more dwarfed, or nicer shaped. This plant is then propagated and given a differentiating
name, but it is still essentially the same plant as the original. Itis very difficult to compile a
list of "Strict Natives" because everyone interprets what is native to their particular area
differently. Even in looking at a list of Native Wisconsin Plants, many on the list are actually
from the sandier, more acidic soils in Northern Wisconsin. Others are for the warmer areas
near the Great Lakes. For our purposes, we are including selections as well as strict na-

tives that have proven to do well in our area in our recommended Native Plant lists.

Here is a link that has additional information about Natives: Why Are Native Plants Important?

https://nationalnativeplantmonth.org/why-native-plants-are-important



