
We all love to have a beautiful landscape and beautiful gardens, 

but the one thing that holds back so many from diving in head first is the fear that the weed 

problem will either take up all their time to overcome, or else all their hard work will be de-

stroyed by those uninvited things that seem to grow so very easily.  Actually, there are a num-

ber of techniques that can be used to minimize the weed Issue.   

 

One very simple way to begin a new landscape bed, if you have time to plan ahead and aren't 

going to plant and complete the bed for a number of weeks, is to lay out the parameters of 

the area that will become the new bed and cover it with  

1) Professional woven landscape fabric....most grass and weeds should be dead after several 

weeks of solarizing, so fabric can be removed and you can plant a few trees or shrubs    

directly, you can till the area to make a soft planting bed for more extensive plantings, or, 

ideally, you can add additional topsoil to create the perfect growing medium.... or  

2) Layers of new soil, composted manure, or any other organic materials such as wood chips, 

leaves and grass clippings. After a number of weeks the pile should be composted and 

settled enough to provide a good planting bed for your new plants.   

 

First, start a new bed in an area that is free of noxious weeds.  Quackgrass and some thistles 

spread through underground rhizones and will keep popping up wherever they can find a 

spot.  If you have a lot of those you'll need to either kill them with weed killers or cover them 

to mulch them out for an extended period of time.  You then have some options: You can till 

the soil, You can cover the soil with a professional woven landscape fabric with a goal of    

taking it out over time, You can cover the soil with a layer of newspaper and/or cardboard.  

You can kill the grass and weeds with a one time spray of weed killer. 
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If you're renewing an overgrown bed, we find that the easiest way to eliminate the weeds is 

to dig out any perennial flowers and smaller shrubs, retaining plenty of soil on the root ball if 

you want to re-use the plant.  Root out any weeds that are around the base of remaining 

plants to be left in place.   

You can then begin with a one time spray of weed killer if you'd like, waiting 24 hours before 

digging or tilling the remaining area until weeds are gone and soil is friable.  If not using weed 

killer, run through the soil with a rake and your hands to remove any obvious larger weed 

roots.  Re-plant the bed with saved or new plants.   

If you expect viable weed roots are likely to still try to return, you can cover the area between 

the plants with 5-6 layers of wet newspaper to complete the kill.  Then cover with a 3" layer 

of natural hardwood bark.   

 

Here is a little more info on dealing with your weed problems:   

https://www.almanac.com/weed-control-techniques   


