
You say you're "just not a gardener" or "don't have a green thumb" but would love to have some 
nice landscape beds to welcome passers-by and lend cheer to your own heart?  Here are 
some ideas that can help you design a lovely atmosphere even if your main hobby isn't           
gardening! 

First, figure out your personal style.  A cottage garden can be easy to keep weeds out of once 
the plants begin to mature.  A cottage garden eventurally grows so that the plants touch, and 
even grow into, one another and so there's not much room for weeds to get a foothold.   

If you like a more clean and modern look, you'll likely use mostly shrubs, and place them so 
that they have plenty of space between them.  You'll maintain the mulch between them by  
running through it once a month or so with a scuffle hoe or cultivating tool.  Applying a pre-
emergent herbicide, such as the Florikan that we have available here  at Melport Meadows, in 
late April and again mid-summer will keep new weed seeds from germinating. 

For tips on how to make a great looking landscape bed read through our handout on "How to 
Build A Professional Landscape Bed".  That covers the actual construction and maintenance of 
the bed itself.  Following the advice in there will produce a bed that is not too maintenance     
intensive. 

So now lets take a look at some plants that are easy to care for and tend to do well and look 
great with minimal maintenance......   

SUN LOVING PERENNIAL FLOWERS: 

• Baptisia 

• Red or White Butterfly Plant 

• Catmint 
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• Fernleaf Coreopsis 

• Daylilies 

• Flashing Lights & Firewitch Dianthus 

• Garden Phlox 

• Goldenrod 

• Hardy Hibiscus 

• Iberis 

• Liatris 

• Moss Phlox 

• Ornamental Grasses 

• Blackbeard Penstemon 

• Peony 

• Clump-Forming Russian Sage 

• Sedum 

• Fireworks Sundrops 

• Thyme 

• Waterperry Blue Veronica 

• Yucca 



SHADE LOVING PERENNIAL FLOWERS: 

• Ajuga 

• Astilbe 

• Cimicifuga 

• Purple Palace Coral Bells 

• Fern 

• Hosta 

• Joe Pye Plant 

• Ladies' Mantle 

• Lamium 

• Pulmonaria 

SHADE LOVING SHRUBS: 

• Native or Low Scape Mound Aronia 

• Fine Line Buckthorn 

• Hydrangea 

• Mr. Mustard Sobaria (needs root spread limited) 

• Stephanandra 

• Winterberry 



SUN LOVING SHRUBS: 

• Native or Low Scape Mound Aronia 

• Concorde & Crimson Pygmy Barberry 

• Fine Line Buckthorn 

• Dwarf Burning Bush 

• Hessei Cotoneaster 

• Ivory Halo Dogwood 

• Paniculata Hydrangea 

• Magnolia 

• Ninebark 

• Potentilla (requires severe pruning in spring) 

• OSO EZ Shrub Roses 

• Winecraft Black Smokebush\ 

• St. John's Wort Shrubs 

• Spireas  

• Stephanandra 

• Weigela 

• Willow (if grown in open area) 



• Winterberry (must have male & female) 

• Most Arborvitaes (but rabbit & deer LOVE them) 

• King's Gold Chamaecyparis 

• Most Junipers 

• Most Mugo Pine 

• Most Spruce  

TREES: 

Most trees will grow nicely with very little care.   

Dwarf trees benefit from shaping during the dormant season.   

Shade trees benefit from having lower limbs cut off as height is gained. 


