Deer ¢ Rabbit Resistance
Gardening

The most frequently asked question that we get is “How can we keep deer and rabbits from eating our
gardens?” Unfortunately, the answer isn't always simple, and may require a multi-faceted approach. How
large the herds are, availability of other food sources, and proximity used trails all play in to the
effectiveness of the solutions.

A combination of the approaches will work best if you have existing gardens that the plant eaters are
already decimating. Choose for various angles that seem most easily workable in your situation.

When planting a new garden, choose the more deer resistant plants to get off to a good start in preventing
damage. There are few plants that are actually deer or rabbit PROOF. Online, you can find a chart from
Rutgers University that rates plants as “Rarely & Seldom Severely Damaged” to “Occasionally & Frequently
Severely Damaged.”

The Plant Eaters will generally leave poisonous plants alone since most are also very bitter.

e Milkweed, Poppies, Brugmansia & Daturas (not hardy) are in this category. Some others like
Monkshoods are poisonous to children and pets. Also includes some bulbs, such as Narcissus and
Hyacinths.

Plants with a strong odor, such as Salvia, Arise Hyssop, Mints, Russian Sage, and Thyme, are unattractive to
critters.

Plants with a fuzzy or thorny texture are generally unappealing as well. Lamb’s Ears, Ornamental Globe
Thistle, Barberry. Roses are so tasty that their thorns may not be much of a deterrent.

Even some of these types of plants may become food when the animals are hungry enough. They especially
love tender leaves, and especially in their younger and tender stages the Plant Predators may still eat them.

If you live in a high-deer/rabbit traffic area, planting resistant varieties isn’t going to be sufficient enough.
There are physical and chemical options. All of the sprays and sprinkles that we recommend are organic and
non-toxic.

v The runaway favorite deer preventive is the one that works flawlessly at Melport Meadows. Our Great
Pyrenees and Komondor guard dogs. They keep deer from even
considering coming close enough to do damage to any of our nursery or
landscape plants. They seldom have to chase anything since just their
presence quickly trains the wildlife to stay away. Rabbits, however,
have been a different story. However, our younger guard dogs seem to

be solving the problem. With 3 young Komondors here this year, we

. 7808 Nebraska Ave, Cashton, WI 54619
saw fewer and fewer rabbit tracks anywhere near the nursery, and now

we’re not seeing any at all. landerson7808 @gmail.com
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We sell 2 brands of organic and non-toxic critter repellents. Plantskydd and Deer/Rabbit Out products
are both considered some of the best repellants available, and both are guaranteed by the manufacturer
to be effective. Spray or sprinkle a perimeter around the area you want to protect, and then give a quick
spray through the interior of the garden. These are also available as pellets that can be sprinkled
throughout a vegetable or flower garden. An application of these products lasts a long time, and you
may find that it is only necessary to repeat it a few times throughout the year. New applications are rec-

ommended after a heavy rain or snowfall.

You can put bird netting over prize plants, or over whole sections of plantings. The Plant Eaters won’t be
able to do any major damage. We visited a garden whose owners covered much of their extensive land-
scape plants with dark-colored bird netting. That worked very well for them and you couldn’t even tell it
was there unless you got right up to the plants. Individual sprigs of the plants would come through,
making it look natural. Plant Eaters cold nibble on a shoot, but couldn't do any serious damage.

Water, noise, or light-based motion-sensing devices are a bit more sophisticated, but provide another
option. Bigger barriers can be a huge help if you're doing a bigger project. You can put 3 T-posts around
a tree and then use wire fencing or even just a few strands of wire around those posts to keep deer out.
You'll need finer fencing to keep rabbits out. Deer don’t like to jump into a small area that they can’t
easily jump out of, so if the enclosure is small enough the barrier doesn't’ have to be as tall.

If rabbits, or even moles and voles, are you main bane, tree wrap, chicken wire, burlap, or plastic plant
protectors will be needed to do the job. Theis more solid options for the smaller animals. The good
news is they won’t go over it as long as it’s 18 inches or so tall, so you don’t need a major barrier. Watch
for deep snows, which will give access to things you thought were safely fenced.

We use PVC corrugated pipe with a split down the side to clamp on to our trees for one year, but ended
up with a major infestation of caterpillars that were given a nice habitat to mature inside the loose pipe
when we left it on through the summer, and then climbed up and defoliated a couple trees before we
even knew they were there. So, though a tree wrap like this can be very effective during the winter, if
you choose to leave a tree wrap on during the growing season, you should check it ever couple weeks
for issues. Stick with a light colored wrap as a dark colored wrap can cause heat build-up and subse-

guent damage.

HERE’S SOME OTHER OPTIONS THAT BEEN WIDELY REPORTED TO WORK. A COMBINATION OF METHODS
IS RECOMMENDED AD WILL MULTIPLE YOUR RESULTS.

Deodorant Soap Bars - hung on trees or on posts. Place a bar every 3 ft. if a perimeter barrier is desired.

Human urine reportedly works wonders - your choice as to the applica-
tion method.

Dog Hair, Mothballs, Litter from the cat box, garlic juice or chopped
garlic from a jar - scattered throughout the garden.
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e Live Traps for Rabbits - be sure to use a bait that is tastier than the plants in the garden.

e Strong scented cheap Perfume - great way to use that cabinet full of smelly gifts!

e CDs strung here-and-there on a fish line. Some have found just plain strung fishline to be effective.

e Coffee grounds - kept in a closed bag for a week, until fermented and smelly.

e Mix tabasco, eggs, and milk together - even better if they eggs and milk are spoiled. Sprinkle or spray as

with the commercial products.

e Last Gem! Ask your nearest zoo for some of the manure bedding from the lion’s den.

DEER RESISTANT PLANTS (as rated by Rutgers University)

SELDOM BOTHERED (SHADE)

e Vinca

e Bleeding Heart

e Cimifigua/Snakeroot

e Fern

e Lilly-of-the-Valley

e Pulmondaria/Lungwort
e Pachysandra

e Ligularia

e Brunnera

PART SUN/PART SHADE

e Anise Hyssop

e Vinca

e Vibernum

e Ajuga/Bugleweed

e Boxwood

o Daffodil

e Baptisa

e Fernleaf Bleeding Heart
e Fragrant Sumac

e Lamb’s Ear

e Microbiota

SUN

Barberry

Basket of Gold
Ornamental Grasses
Catmint

Dwarf Alberta Spruce
Salvias

Lavendar

Lemon Balm

Mints

Junipers

Oregano

Alljums

Birch

Pine

Pontentilla

Russian Sage
Amsonia

Globe Thistle
Threadleaf Coreopsis
Thyme

Yucca

Cactus

OCCASIONALLY BOTHERED )
(SHADE_

Astilbe
Witchhazel
Coral Bells
Fothergilla
Bergenia

Jacob’s Ladder

Ladies’ Mantle
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PART SUN/PART SHADE

Asparagus
Bachelor’s Buttons
Elderberry
Buckthorn
Columbine
Witchhazel

Coral Bells
Currant
Delphinium
Serviceberry
Cedar

Forsythia
Fothergilla
Geranium (hardy)
Hazelnut
Obedient Plant
Red Twig Dogwoods
Rhubarb

Star Magnolia
Spiderwort

St. John’s Wort
Violets

Winterberry Holly

SUN

Spirea

Aster

Baby’s Breath
Bee Balm
Butterfly Plants

Iberis

Jupiter’s Beard/Lobelia

Dianthus

Blue Spruces
Lilacs

Yarrows
Corkscrew Willow
Fir

Ash

Goldenrod

Hens and Chicks
Locust
Chamaecyparis
Japanese Tree Lilac
Lufine

Mugos
Coneflowers
Cottoneasters
Maple
Snow-in-Summer
Soapwort
Veronica

Sweet William
Tulip Tree Weigelas

Wisteria




